IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



Application of: D. PAUL et al. 

Application No.: TO BE ASSIGNED Group Art Unit: 3732 (Expected) 
(Continuation of Application No. 09/363, 844) 

Filed: HEREWITH Examiner: Not Yet Assigned 

For: INTERVERTEBRAL Attorney Docket No.: 8932-295 

ALLOGRAFT SPACER 



PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 

BOX PATENT APPLICATION 

Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Sir: 

Please enter the following amendments into the file prior to examination thereof: 

In the Specification 

Please amend the specification as follows: 
Page 1, between Lines 2 and 3 Insert: 

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATIONS 

This is a continuation of U.S. Patent Application No. 09/363,844, filed July 30, 1999 
which claims the benefit under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e) of Provisional Application No. 60/095,209, 
filed August 3, 1998, and is a continuation-in-part of U.S. Patent Application No, 09/219,439, 
filed December 23, 1998, now U.S. Patent No. 6,143,033, which in turn claims the benefit under 
35 U.S.C. § 119(e) of Provisional Application No. 60/073,271, filed on January 30, 1998 and 
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Provisional Application No. 60/095,425, filed on August 5, 1998. The entire content of each of 
these applications is expressly incorporated herein by reference thereto.- 



RE MARKS 



The specification has been amended to insert proper cross-reference to Applicants' 
priority applications. 

Please enter this amendment prior to examination of the application. No fee is believed 
to be required for this response. Should any fee be required, however, please charge such fee to 
Pennie & Edmonds LLP Deposit Account No. 16-1150. 



Respectfully submitted, 



Date April 9, 2001 



Brian M. Poissant 
By: Paul D. Bianco 
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